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sky through, the trees, drive man towards mad or mon-
strous exploits. We might almost call some places
criminal" (ii. 21).

With La Vendee for background, and some
savage incidents of the bloody Vendean war for
external machinery, Victor Hugo has realised his
conception of '9 3 in three types of character:
Lantenac, the royalist marquis; Cimourdain, the
puritan turned Jacobin; and Gauvain, for whom
one can as yet find no short name, he belonging
to the millenarian times. Lantenac, though
naturally a less original creation than the other
two, is still an extremely bold and striking
figure, drawn with marked firmness of hand,
and presenting a thoroughly distinct and co-
herent conception. It is a triumph of the poetic
or artistic part of the author's nature over the
merely political part, that he should have made
even his type of the old feudal order which he
execrates so bitterly, a heroic, if ever so little
also a diabolic, personage. There is everything
that is cruel, merciless, unflinching, in Lantenac;
there is nothing that is mean or insignificant.
A gunner at sea, by inattention to the lashing of
his gun, causes an accident which breaks the ship